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Welcome Back!! This Month's

We are excited for a great year!! Roundup Of
Stories

Welcome back to another great year as part of the Welcome Back- 1

Willard Band program!! We hope you had an enjoyable .
and relaxing summer and are ready to get the ball rolling Necessary Supplies - 2

on another school year. Practice Journals- 2

This is the first issue of our monthly newsletter providing suPpIy Checklist- 3
the most current and up-to-date information regarding Cut Crew- 4

all the events and goings on around the WMS band room. ..
Volunteer Opportunities- 4

There is never a dull moment in the Willard band, so Additional Opportunities- 4
make sure to stay current with these newsletters as well
as any emails or other communications or
correspondence with your student's director. Our contact Concert Attire- 5
info will always be included on the last page of this

newsletter for easy reference.

Important Dates- 4

Once again, welcome back and we are glad you are once
again a part of our Willard band family!!

-Willard Band Staff-




IMPORTANT INFO

Necessary Supplies

Binder, Sheet Protectors, Pencil

In addition to an instrument in working condition, all
students will also need a 1-inch black binder, clear sheet

protectors, and a pencil for rehearsal every day.

We insist on black binders to maintain a uniform and
professional appearance while performing and to
minimize any potential distractions caused by bright
colors or bold patterns. We always want the focus to be
the music and not what is sitting on the music stand.

Students may provide their own materials or they may
purchase a binder and 25 sheet protectors from the band
program for $5.

7th Grade students will need the Sound Innovations band
book that they used in 6th grade. The 8th grade band will
need the blue Foundations for Superior Performance book
for their instrument. Both books are available from Palen
Music Center and can also be found online. Percussion
students will continue using their Fresh Approach books \
from last year. Use the checklist on the next page to make - &
sure you have all necessary supplies and equipment.
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We ask that students make every effort to have these Prq Ctlce Jou rnqls

supplies by Tuesday, September 2.

Begin in September

A major part of your students' band grade will be their
practice journal. Practicing their instrument at home is an
essential part of growing as a musician and the time spent
reinforcing the ideas and concepts taught during class is
invaluable to the overall success of the band program.

We will continue to use a monthly tracker this year.
Students will receive a calendar at the beginning of each
month to track their practice time. Please total the
number of minutes spent practicing each week. These
totals will create the final monthly practice minutes.

We would like a parent initial on the weekly total and a
wonthly Total " signature at the end of the month. Please be honest in
tracking this time. The goal for students is to practice 360

parent Signature
minutes over the course of the month. This averages out to

90 minutes per week.
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Use the following checklist to make sure you have the
necessary supplies to be successful in band every day.

Instrument

In good working condition

Accessories

Reeds, valve oil, cleaning supplies, etc.

Black Binder

with clear sheet protectors

Band Method Book

Sound Innovations (7th grade)
Foundations for Superior Performance (8th grade)

Pencil
NO PENS, HIGHLIGHTERS, OR MARKERS!

Final Forms Documents
Due October 1. Required by MSHSAA for participation
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IMPORTANT INFO

Join "Cut Crew"

Great Experience for 8th Graders!!

Our "Cut Crew", often referred to as "cutlets" is a group
of middle school band students who travel and
participate in performances with the high school
marching band. This group of students will be on the
field during performances and provides much needed
assistance in moving equipment on and off the field,
as well as adding an extra visual component to the
show.

Permission slips are available in the middle school
band room and are due back to a director by Friday,
September 5. Please contact a director for more
information.

Important Dates

Fall 2025

September 1- First Practice Journal begins
September 2- All supplies/equipment needed
September 5- Cut Crew permission form due!
October 1- Practice Journal 1 due!!

November 1- Practice Journal 2 due!!
November 15- All-District Honor Band
December 1- Practice Journal 3 due!!
December 2- Early Band (7th grade only)
December 4- Early Band (7th grade only)
December 9- Early Band (7th grade only)
December 11- Early Band (7th grade only)
December 14- Winter Concert, 2:00pm
December 19- End of Semester 1
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Extra Opportunities
After-School Band and Jazz Band

In addition to our normal class time, students also have
the opportunity to participate in several after-school
clubs within the band program as well. These
additional offerings will begin mid-October and
continue through the end of the school year.

After-School Band is open to all 7th/8th grade band
students. This hour-long session is a great chance for
students to get some practice time, pass scale
objectives, get individual help, or work with friends in
other sections. This group meets Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 2:30-3:30pm.

Middle School Jazz Band is open to all 7th/8th grade
band students. This group will learn the basics of jazz
music and will prepare several songs to perform at our
"Jazz and Jambalaya" concert in May. This group may
also participate in a local jazz festival in February/March.
Jazz Band meets Tuesday/Thursday from 2:30-3:30pm in
the middle school band room.

Middle School Color Guard is open to any middle school
student. In this club, students will learn the basics of
flag technique in preparation of joining the high school
color guard.

Parent Volunteers

All Help Welcome!!

If you are interested in volunteering within the band
program, we would love to have your assistance!! We
have various volunteer opportunities arise throughout
the year including coordinating fundraisers,
chaperoning band trips, managing the Cut Crew, and
many more!

If you are interested in volunteering in any capacity,
contact a director to find out more information.

We also encourage you to join our Band Booster
organization. This parent group meets at the high
school on the third Monday of each month at 7200pm.



IMPORTANT INFO

Contact Info.

Mr. Curtis (Woodwinds)
tylercurtis@willardschools.net

Mr. Capps (Brass)
jonathancapps@willardschools.net

Mr. Carter (Percussion)
claytoncarter@willardschools.net

Mr. Meadows (Brass)

levimeadows@willardschools.net

Band Website
www.willardband.org

Concert Attire

Solid "Concert Black" Clothing

The middle school bands present several public
performances throughout the year. For each of these
performances, we expect students to dress in a
professional manner. We refer to our concert dress
code as "Concert Black."

Acceptable attire includes solid black dress
shirts/polos, black slacks/skirt, black dress, black
socks, and black dress shoes. Clothing with
prints/patterns, large logos, or any visible artwork is
not acceptable as concert attire. Jeans are also not
an acceptable form of concert attire.

We will communicate more information on concert
dress as the semester progresses, but we wanted all
families to be aware of this expectation up front.



http://www.willardband.org/

